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ASTM earthen building standards

Revisions and updates are nearly complete for a widely-recognized international
standard that will address adobe, cob, rammed earth, pressed earth block, and
more. Addressing issues such as the pros and cons of using cement, basic details
of seismic reinforcement, and moisture durability, this standard should be completed
and published in 2009. After that, it will be translated as needed and distributed
worldwide, promulgating the much-needed advances in earthen building technology,
particularly with regard to earthquake safety.
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